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worth about &pound;3000 a year to each of them: at which, of course,
there is a cry of monopoly, and a natural wish by many to i
share in the loaves and fishes ; and certainly in duties which Irequire no particular skill, and are quite of a routine nature, i
some further subdivision of the anticipated nine or ten thou-
sand pounds a year might be advantageous to the profession,
and, I have no doubt, will be brought about.
No movement, as far as I am aware, has yet taken place to

look for a representative in Parliament for the Universities of
Glasgow and Aberdeen, proposed to be enfranchised by the
Scotch Reform Bill; nor is it likely that anything will be
done till it is fixed whether the Scotch Universities are to have
one or two members-evidently, in the present temper of the
House of Commons, a very doubtful question.

Glasgow, March 16th, 1868.

THERAPEUTICAL COMMITTEE OF THE
HARVEIAN SOCIETY.

Tms Committee met on Friday last at Dr. Fuller’s. There

were present Dr. Fuller, Dr. Sieveking, Dr. Broadbent, Dr.
Pollock, Dr. Morton, Mr. W. Sedgwick, Mr. Curgenven, and
Dr. Hickman.
In carrying out the objects for which the Committee was

formed, it was first decided to take three diseases-rheumatic
fever, pneumonia, and acute eczema-and carefully note their
progress in the absence of any specific treatment, so as to as-
certain their natural history. Then, to take these diseases,
and subject them to the various modes of treatment as recom-
mended, and ascertain the results, beneficial or otherwise.
With reference to the second branch of the inquiry, it was

decided to send out a circular with a series of questions to the
profession, asking for information from their individual expe-
rience relative to the actions and doses of several drugs, and
the diseases in which they have been found especially useful.
Ultimately to systematise the information so obtained, and
put it to the test in the hospital wards under the observation
of a sub-committee.

PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

M. DESPREY, surgeon to the H&ocirc;pital Lourcine, or Lock hos
pital for females, has been waging war at the Society of Sur-
gery against the system of dietary at present employed in the
hospitals of Paris. He acknowledges the value of the innova-
tions which have recently been adopted in this respect by the
administration of the Assistance Publique ; but he finds fault
with the whole system, as being much too formal and absolute.
It consists in dividing the food into a certain number of
rations, applicable to different series of patients. The portions
vary from one to six in number, and differ both with regard to
the quantity and quality of nutriment. Thus, portion No. 1
consists of beef-tea only; portion No. 2 consists of soups; por-
tions Nos. 3, 4, 5, and 6 comprise increasing quantities of meat
and vegetables. The wine is also measured out in the same

proportion. As the physician goes round the wards in the
morning, he prescribes any number of portions (from one to
six) to each patient as he may think fit, and according to the
state of the patient. This system is most simple and conve-
nient for the purposes of the administration ; but M. Desprey
complains that a sufficient latitude is not left to the medical
man. The medical man, he said, should have to deal with a
dietary system of great elasticity, pliable to the wants and
condition of each patient, and not with a formal, inflexible
system. He insisted on the importance of dietary in the
treatment of diseases. A man who had just been operated
upon, and had lost a quantity of blood, could not be subjected
to the same regimen as another suffering ’simply from blennor-
rhagia. Some patients require meat only, and a more or less
large quantity of wine ; some could not digest vegetables, &c.
The Society of Surgery, though it seemed to admit the poini
and justness of these observations, was not prepared to carr3
out the proposal. M. Desprey wound up by t propositior
conveying censure on the measures recently adopted by th<
Administration ; and on M. Lefort’s remarking that such :
proceeding would appertain rather to physicians than surgeons
the Society voted "1’ordre du jour."
The French medical press has just had a narrow escape fron

the dangers which the imposition of a stamp duty would have
infallibly brought down upon it. As you are aware, the editors
of the political journals of Paris had addressed a petition to
the Government, asking that all the journals of Paris indiscri-
minately should be submitted to the same tax. Had this de-
mand been adopted, the imposition of a stamp duty, however
slight, would have threatened the existence of most of the
medical journals of this place. The special press, generally,
is far from being in a flourishing condition (speaking from a.
business point of view, of course), through many circum-
stances, the principal of which are the absence or lack of

advertisements, and the unwillingness of medical men to pay

a proper 
subscription price for a journal.

A short time ago, M. Chauveau, of Lyons, communicated to
the Academy of Sciences the results of his researches on the
virulent matter of vaccinia and small-pox. I may briefly
recall to the minds of my readers that the most important of
these results was the demonstration that the virus of both the
diseases is contained, not in the serum of the virulent fluids,
but in the elementary corpuscles which float about in the;
fluids. Since then, M. Chauveau has extended his experi-
ments to another virulent disease, and has obtained the same
result in glanders as in vaccinia and small-pox. At one of its
last meetings, the Academy of Sciences gave its attention to.
the subject, when two other memoirs were communicated, by
M. le Ricque de Monchy and M. B&eacute;champ. M. le Ricque de
Monchy mentions that he has discovered in bicarbonate of
soda the presence of very small corpuscles, which he names
molecular granulations, and which he regards as ferments,
on account of their action on sugar and starch. On the other-
hand, M. B&eacute;champ has discovered the same bodies in the
tissues of living animals, and in the fluids proceeding from fer-
mentation, and he assigns to them the same office.

Paris, March, 1868.

Obtuary.
GEORGE FAYRER, M.D., F.R.C.S.

WE regret to have to announce the sudden death of Dr.
George Fayrer, of Henley, Warwickshire. He was well
known to the medical profession in the provinces, not only ae.
an earnest worker and member of the Council of the British
Medical Association, as a promoter and treasurer of a provin-
cial medical fund, but as a warm supporter and advocate for
the enfranchisement of the graduates of the University of St.
Andrews, at which he took his degree in 1852. Having re-
linquished a practice at Barking in Essex, he settled at Hen-
ley-in-Arden, and became the proprietor of Burman-house,,
and subsequently of Hurst-house-private asylums for luna-
tics-both of which he raised to their present high position.
His death on Thursday, March 5th, was very sudden. He
entertained his friends at a breakfast on the occasion of the
meet of the hounds at Henley on that morning. Retiring to
his room to change his coat, he was seized with apoplectio
paralysis, and lived only a few hours. No man was more be-
loved by his friends and patients, as was shown by the great
demonstration of feeling at his funeral. Amongst those who.
followed his remains to the grave were his much attached
medical friends, Bell Fletcher, Oliver Pemberton (Birming-

’ 

ham), Wymond and Smith (Alcester), Rye (Banbury), Dart-
nell (Henley), accompanied by a numerous body of Masonic
brethren, who came from long distances, with their provincial
chaplain, and post-provincial chaplain, who took part in the
solemn services. Every house and shop was closed during the
day, business being entirely suspended, and this sad event will
not soon be forgotten by the inhabitants of Henley-in-Arden.

DR. WHITE (OF NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.)
1 The town and neighbourhood of Newcastle have been
thrown into deep grief by the death of Dr. White, at the age
s of sixty-eight. For two generations Dr. White’s name has
. been familiar in this district, and has largely commanded the
respect and love both of the people and the profession. Of
most commanding appearance, possessed of the kindest heart,
n I of rare sense, gifted with inventiveness and the love of the
e fine arts in a degree approaching to genius, he was natu-
a ra,lly a leading physician, a valued friend, a great bene-
;, factor 

of the poor, and the patentee of various ingenious
devices for useful purposes. We may especially mention

n two patents in which he took great interest, one for the


